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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR, 
A FRAGMENT BY A LAYMAN. 
“¢ Be not conformed to this world’’—Rom. Xii, 2. 


Wuen we consider the present life, either with respect to 
the value or the transitory nature of its enjoyments, in con- 
nection with the innate longings of the soul after some- 
thing beyond whatever has been realized to Hope—we 
cannot but admit the propriety of considering ourselves 
here as Pilgrims, and our present life as a pilgrimage ; 
and this investigation and conclusion of the inquisitive 
mind is fully confirmed by the revelation of the immortality 
of the soul, as given in the Holy Scriptures. 

To observation and serious reflection, it must clearly ap- 
pear that nothing ¢errestria/ can satisfy the sous. With the 
wings of Hope, she can take flights, or riot in desires ; 
which ambition, with all its power—avarice, with all its 
wealth—or pleasure, with all its gratifications, could never 
satisfy or realize. 

The soul feels herself rather mocked than satisfied by even 
the utmost of wordly enjoyments; for, as the Poet most 
forcibly expresses it, 

“ Our very wishes give us not our wish.” 


As, however, we may rest assured that God made nothing 
in vain, and since, from the nature of things, perfect hap- 
piness is unattainable here, we may, safely conclude, not 
only that our capacity for ulterior happiness is a pledge for 
the destination, but that the means of securing this happi- 
Ness is by raising our views and directing our pursuits tow- 
ards something that belongs not to this life; and hence the 
Justness and applicability of the advice of the Apostle in the 
words of our text—‘** Be not conformed to this world.” 

In discoursing from these. words, we would endeavot 
tO enquire— 
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ust, What isthis‘conformity to the world which the Apos. 
tle forbids? | 

Qdly, Why.he forbids it? And lastly, endeavor to infer the 
consequence of the neglect of this injunction. 

In the First place, what is the conformity to the world 
which the Apostle forbids? 

The objects of worldly pursuit, and which have engaged 
mankind in all ages, may be classed under three denomina- 
tions, viz. Pleasure, Avarice, and Ambition; under the 
standard of one or either of these have men enlisted, and 
served with such fidelity, that their attachment and service 
hath been jastly called idolatry, and these idols, the Gods 
of this world. 

We will not, however suppose, that it is to the votaries 
of this idolatry, that the Apostle is here addressing himself, 
but to Christians, who, living in the world, may be in dan- 
ger from so many temptations around them, and the neces- 
sity they were in, of participating in the pursuits and en- 
joyments of life, ot forgetting the high vocation whereto 
they were called. 

By enjoining us ‘* not to be conformed to this world,” 
we conceive is meant, a prohibition of conformity: to the 
pursuits and pleasures of the men of this world ; ; and here it 
will not be improper to observe, that by ‘‘ this world,” or 
men of this world, is meant, those who place their supreme 
happiness in worldly enjoyments, and whose whole life is 
directed to the acquirement of some worldly good, whether 
of riches, to enjoy pleasure—of power, to gratify ambi- 
tion—or of friends, to extend influence—or to any service, 
whose reward was_not to be expectcd beyond the grave. 
But Christians, says the Apostle, ‘* confessing themselves 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, declare that they desire 
a better country, that is an heavenly.” 

In this sense, then, we conceive the Apostle enjoins us 
not to be conformed to the pursuits of the men of this world; 
hereby we do not conceive is comprehended a prohibition 
to attempt to become wealthy or wise, or to establish our- 
selves well in the world by triendship, by marriage, or by 
influence ; but merely to prohibit our placing our supreme 
happiness i in any of these—for the chief business of our life, 
which is the chief end of our being, ought unquestionably 
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:o be the care of securing the eternal happiness and salvation 
of our souls. 

It is very true, that worldly cares and crosses will some= 
times press upon us so hard, that to get ofirselves relieved 
from them, will appear to be our chief pursuit, and we are 
more mindful of the affliction than the means of deliverance. 
When this is the case, the Christian is not prohibited from 
using the means Providence may put in his power to estab- 
lish himselt well in the world, whether with resnect to 
riches, influence, or reputation ; but, even in the use of 
means, the Christian will look for the blessing from on 
high to crowntheendeavor. Men of this world, in cases of 
distress and affliction, will seek relief from hiitian aid and 
human friendship, and place their sole reliance on these: 
The Christian, inthe use of the same means, will exemplify 
the pathetic advice of the pious Divine : 


- s »« Let thy soul spring up, 
“ And lay fast hold for help en’Him who made thee.” 


It will not be expected, that we should here enter into all 
the particulars, whereby a sedulous pursuit of the riches 
and honors of this world become incompatible with the 
Corisiigagr arias ; we will, therefore, proceed to’ show 
that by the injunction in our text we are forbidden to con- 
form ourselves to the pleasures of the men of this world: 
And here, again, it may not be amiss to make a few ex- 
planatory remarks—By the pleasures of this world, which 
are here interdicted, we do not conceive is meant all its 
gratifications. We know itis understood’ by many, that as 
this life is but a pilgrimage, we should ‘* go on our way 
sorrowing ;”” that we should alienate ourselves altogether 
from the world, in order to render ourselves accepta- 
ble to our Maker ; that we should, in fact, clothe our- 
selves in sack-cloth and ashes, and court sorrow and afllic- 
tion; construing penance into atonement—as if the God of 
Israel were to‘ accept the fruit of the body for the sin of 
the soul.” 

But “ it is not so that we have learned of Christ.””—His 
commandments are not grievous. He, who converted wa- 
ter into wine, for a regale, at a marriage feast, thereby ex- 
plicitly admitted, that all worldly pleasure is not incompat- 
ible with Christian duty. He; who has placed so many 
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Carravansaries of rest, wells of refreshment, and emis 
nencies of airy and pleasant prospects in our way, whereby 
we may be refreshed, never could have intended to denyus 
the moderate use and enjoyment of them. Weare, indeed, 
Pilgrims, and upon business of the last and nearest concern 
to us; yet, surely we may be allowed to amuse ourselves 
with the zatural and artificial beauties of the country we are 
passing through, without reproach of forgetting the main 
errand we are sent upon. And, if we can so order it, as 
not to be led out of the way by’the vanity of prospects, edi- 
fices, and ruins which solicit us, it would be a nonsensical 
piece of saint errantry to shut our eyes. 

But, to pursue the allegory—We must still remember 
that we are Pilyrims, that we have our faces Zien-ward, 
that we have a place of rest and happiness towards which 
we hasten, and that the way to get there is not so much to 
please cur hearts, as to improve them in virtue, and that, 
in fact, we must conclude, that none of these inns of rest 
are intended by our Supreme, Guide as placa@ of ultimate 
residence, for he has said—‘‘ Here, there 1s no continuing 
city ; here, there is no place of abode.” | 

Weare not to be conformed to the pleasures of this world, 
By the Christian spirit and temper we are led to imvestigate 
and see whether these gratifications are in hostility to the 
divine precepts. .Many of the pleasures of this world are 
sinful, and which the Christian will avoid.as he would * an 
adder in the way, or a serpent in the path.’’ Some plea- 
sures are innocent; ane other pleasures there are which, 
though not harmful in themselves, yet from our natural 
disposition to shun what has the appearance of restraint or 
duty, and the natural inclination to seek happiness, they 
become a spate ; and this may arise from the abuse of the 
indulgence, trom converting what was intended as an occa- 
sional relaxation into a constant pursuit. Whence a ne- 
glect of religious duties must ensue: The dangers of piea- 
sures lie with ourselves. It is our duty to use the necessa- 
ries as well as the conveniences of life as not abusing them. 
‘lhe great question at the final audit will not be, whether 
you have /asted any of the fugacious pleasures in the vale of 
tears, but whether has it been your sincere aim and endea- 


vor to know the willot your God; and, by secking an in- - 
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terest in the atonement that was offered for his people, and 
the aid of his grace, have you endeavored *¢ to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly before him ?” 

It isa very delicate task to determine where indulgence 
should end, as well as where proscription should begin— 
It may become a stumbling block to the sincere seeker after 
truth, to determine what is to serve as an exc/usive test of 
the Christian character. The Apostle did not encourage 
decisions of this kind in matters that were not intrinsically 
vicious, such as the eating of meats offered to idols.— 
*“* These things (says he) destroy not the work of God ;"’ 
and ‘* Judge not thy brother, for whom Christ died ; nor 
restrain his liberty: tor happy is he that condemneth not 
himself in that which 4e alioweth.” 

‘** It is good to be zealously affected in a good cause,” but 
we must also be charitable. Zeal and charity are a happy 
pair, but the half of their engaging charmis are lost, if we 
view them singly :. Nay, they can scarcely be called ‘‘ fruits 
of the spirit,” but zz so far as they run into and charac- 
terize one another, so that our zeal be charitable, and out 
charity zealous. While we are called to be ‘* zealously 
affected’’ in the cause of truth, we are neither allowed to 
despise or to judge our neighbors, whose views may differ 
from ours in some less important things. 

We may be assured, that the very serious Christian will 
take little delight in the mere amusements of life, but every 
one will not equally despise them, neither is it natural that 
it should be so—hilarity and mortification are accidents of 
the mind, as welleas youth and old age are of the body. 
In a moral as wellas intellectual point of view, the follow- 
ing scale will be found to apply—The boy despises the 
amusements of the child; the young man contemns the 
pleasures of the boy ; the aged undervalue the enjoyments 
of the youth; and the Christian*looks down upon all. 

Secondly, We would nowenquire, why the Apostle for- 
bids us to be conformed to this world? 

To illustrate this doctrinal point, we will consider it un- 
der the form.of a proposition, viz: Confermity to the 
world is not the way to obtain the end of our being, viz. 
the salvation of our souls, 
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“< Wherefore, (says the Apostle) let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race which is set before us’”— 
‘*Pressing forward toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God which is in Christ Jesus,” ‘* who hath 
begotten to a lively hope of an inheritance, incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that passeth not away,”’ all those whose faith 
and obedience being tried, as it were, by fire, shall be 
found to his praise and glory at his appearing. 

But the pursuits and pleasures of the men of this world, 
are unfriendly to this great object of presenting our bodies 
a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to our God, which is 
the rea-onable service which he requires of us. 

The wise man, in the Book of Ecclesiastes, sets out with 
this important query, ‘** What was good for the sons of 
men, which they should do under the Heavens all the days 
of their lives ?” that is, What was the fittest employment, 
and the chief and proper business which they should apply 
themselves to in this world? and, after a fair discussion of 
the events, the business, and the disappointments of life, 
he asserts at the last, that the chief business of man is reli- 
gion—says he, ** Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
m.tter—Fear God, and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole duty of man.” Be earnest in the con- 

cernment of religion ; love and fear Gods devote your- 
selves to him; for his favor and enjoyment is the true and 
final happiness of a reasonable and an immortal spirit.— 
When we consider the vanity and emptiness of worldly en- 
joyments, the shortness and uncertainty of life, the cer- 
tainty of death, that ina few days we must all go to. that 
place from whence we shall not return, the immortality of 
the soul, and the doubtful and momentous issues of eter- 
nity—it would seem impgssible for mortal man to have his 
head full of any thing else; yet, so itas, that the pursdis 
and pleasures of this world so engross their followers, that 
many seem to aim at nothing higher; and, empty as the 
world and its enjoyments are, they are’so dazzled with It, 
as to think it meet to build tabernacles of rest upon it, and 
say, “It is good to be here.” How many, in passing 
through this vale of misery, use it, not as a well to refresh 
and allay, but fully to quench their thirst—minaing, or as 
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the apostle says, relishing earthly things; loving this 
world just as they are commanded to love God, that is, 
with all their heart, with all their soul, with all their mind, 
and with all their strength ; doing those things that they 
ought not to do, and the things that they ought to do leav. 
ing undone. Since, then, these things are so predomi- 
nant, and since the pursuits. and pleasures of this life have 
such powerful influence over their votaries, we thence easily 
perceive why the Apostle enjoins all Christians not to be 
‘‘ conformed:to this world.” 


Thirdly, We would:endeavor to ‘infer the consequence 
of the neglect of this injunction. 


{The Manuscript ends here, and somewhat abruptly—The, author 
seems to have failed in filling up his original outline.] 
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AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION~— 
Why are you a Christian? 


(Concluded from page 70.) 


CHAPTER V. 
OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. 


Witx such force do these arguments operate on my un- 
derstanding, that I feel an increasing confidence in my prin- 
ciples as a Christian. ‘The more | examine the evidences of 
my religion, the more am I convinced that it. will not be 
overthrown by the weapons usually employed against it. 
The foundation which supports it, is not to be weakened 
by the shafts of wit; nor are its pillars to be shaken by the 
breath of ridicule, Iam sensible, that there is no subject 
which may not be placed in a ludicrous point of light ; as 
there is no character which may not be vilified. Religion, 
patriotism, chastity, and almost every moral and social 
Virtue have, in their turn, been so exposed, as to invite 
contempt. Soame Jenyns has discharged all his wit upon 
the rights of man, and the leading. principles of a free gov- 
ernment. If ridicule were the test of truth, his book would 
be unanswerable: But, though it abounds with wit, it con- 
tains not one argument ; and for this reason, the cause of 


civil freedom has suffered no injury from such an assailant. ’ 


Though republican principles be the butt of his ridicule ; 
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yet they command the highest respect wherever they are 
seriously examined. The same observation may be applied 
to the subject of religion. ‘To overthrow the faith of one 
who has studied its evidence, arguments must be employed; 
and not the false colorings of wit. Facts must be fairly 
and clearly disproved : otherwise, the Christian will retain 
his reverence for religion; and, though ashamed of the 
disingenuity of an opposer, he will not be ashamed of the 
Gospel. 

‘ From the wit exerted upon Christianity, I now proceed 
to more sober cbjections: And I must say, that however 
plausible they may seem at first, they do not by any means 
invalidate its evidence. Many of them are impertinent! 
because they are levelled, not against the Christian religion, 
but against its corruptions. Many more are sufficiently 
answered by an appeal to the constitution pf nature, and 
the degrees of evidence upon which we act in general con- 
concerns. Some objections, if admitted, would overthrow 
the credit of all history: others, when pursued to their 
just consequences, would not only subvert the religion of 
Christ, but would bury natural religion in its ruins. 

In vain then are objections of this kind urged against 
Christianity. In vain am | reminded that the Gospel was 
first preached to. the multitude; and not to the learned 
wise. I know that thereis as much fairness of mind in the 
former, as in the latter; and in regard to matters of fact, 
that they are as complete judges. In vain am I called to 
reflect, that fa'se pretences to inspiration, and lying won- 
ders, have, in all ages been employed for political pur- 
poses: The fact I donot dispute, but | deny the conclu- 
sion. Falsehoods are daily uttered; but does it follow that 
the truth is never spoken? Because many counterfeits are 
in circulation, is there no unadulterated coin? As I have 
before had occasion to observe, the various arts of religious 
imposition take their origin from real miracles and real in- 
spiration. In vain am | told, that the Christian system 18 
not universal; and by consequence cannot proceed from 
the common Parent of mankind. I know that reason 1s 
imparted in various degrees; that the means of improve- 
ment, civil liberty, and ail the outward blessings of life, 
are bestowed'in different measures on different objects: 
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And yet fam-persuaded, that they all ‘come from God. — 
In vain is my attention called to the angry. &fsputes of 
Christians, respecting the doctrines of the Gospel. I am 
convinced, that such-is the .weakness of the human mind, 
disputes may arise-on any subject. I hear men dispute on 
the principles, ofygovernment, the rights of citizens, and 
the nature and extent of civil liberty: And yet, 1 doubt 
not that these rights and this liberty have a real founda- 
tion; and that theend of government.is their security. Why 
then, should the disputes of Christians discredit the Gospel ? 
In vain is my faith insulted with the mortifying insinuation, 
that professors-do not exemplify the virtues of their reli- 
gion; that their principles and practice are often. at varie 
ance. Jam sensible, that. Christians are rational agents 3» 
and that’ the influence oftheir religion, is not Compulsory, 
but moral. Why thén should I be more surprised, that 
the laws of the Gospel should be occasionally disregarded, 
than the dictates, of conscience, or the laws written on the 
heart, should not always maintain their authority? In 
vain will any argue to the prejudices of Christianity, the 
ambition of 2 priesthood ; and the,various step§ by which 
the ministers of religion ascended. from the conditiom of 
instructors, to that of oppressors. ‘The gospel, I am cer- 
tain, gives no countenance to such abuses, So far from it, 
spiritual pride, and spiritual tyranmy, are objects of its ex- 
ecration. I might go on to enumerateother popular objec- 
tions against the system, but he who has formed his ideas of 
Christianity, from.the writings of the apostles and evange- 
lists, will be certain that its credit is not injured by them. 
As there is not any subject which may not be turned into 
ridicule, neither’is there any historical cet kame which. 
many plausible objections may not be taiseds Censidering 


his power, influence, and popularity, the destruction of, 


Cxsar, bythe Roman Senators, may be opposed with 
great ingenuity : and many arguments may be brought to 
fix a suspicion on this part of.ancient history, The execu- 
tion of CHarles the First, and the domination of Cromwell, 
are likewise articles which a logi¢ian might assail with many 
objections. If a sceptic Were so disposed, how, easily 


might he refute (as the term is sometimés understood) the 
American history of independence? He might contrast 
we , 
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the naval and military strength, the riches and the popula. 
tion of Britain, with the poverty and weakness of the colo. 
nies: fle might also expatiate on the different principles, 
habits, interests, and jealousies of the colonists’; and sub. 
joining the fears ot some, and the strong attachment of 
others to their political parent—he might, from the whole, 
show the incredibility of our revolution, *Stijl the glorious 
fact is a refutation of such reasonings. I must observe, 
that wh regard to historical relations, the testimony of one 
credible witness will outweigh millions of such objections, 
as a fruitful imagination may easily invent. 

This conviction never fails to accompany me, when | 
repair to the sacredoracles, Inthe New Testament | find 
a detail of instructions given, ofswonders. performed, and 


« of futurities revealed. I ampalso entertained with a parti- 


cular account of the sufferings, death, resurrection, and 
ascension “of Jesus Christ. Other astonishing: events are 
likewise as circumstantially revealed. The'history contain. 
ing these things appears to belas fairly written, and.to caity 
with it as substantial proofs of its authenticity, as any his- 
tory which has gained credit in the world. , Do any ask, 
why | bélieve the antiquity of the Christian records? | 
answer, for the same reason»that | believe the antiquity of 
Virgil’s poems, Czesar’s commentaries, or Sallust’s narra- 
tions: And that is, the concurring testimony of all inter. 
vening ages. Do any’ask, ywhy I believe that the several 
books. were written’by the persoms whose names they bear! 
J answer, for the’same reason that 1 believe the Georgicks 
to be the productionot Virgil; Jerusalem Delivered, that 
of Tasso; Paradise Losi »thatof Milton; an Essay upon 
the subject of Miracles, to be the work of Hume;, and a 





-Refutation of that Essay, the performance of Campbell., Do 


any enquife, Whether the sacred pages have not been greatly 
corrupted? Lanswer, they have not been greatly corrupted : 
As appears by a collation of the earliest manuscripts, and 
an appeal to the earliest versions; and ‘ancient fathers.» 5o 
many corroborating circumstances. plead in favor of the 
Gospel; that | must either distrust all records, 6r Continue 
to admit the authenticity of those, which display: the duty 
and hopes of aChristian. = ae 
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F ! CONCLUSION. 
? 
; The religion of Jesus Christ does not decline a fair exae 
{ mination. It consents to meet opposition; but, in the 
» & character of its opponent, it requires certain qualifications, 

which have not aiways appeared in the contest. It requires 
q a large acquaintance with the system itself; an acquaint- 
e ance formed, not through the medium of ‘human creeds, 
4 but by a direct application to the evangelic records. . It re- 


quires also, an extensive knowledge of the peculiar language 


I in which those records were originally camposed; of the 
d various readings grounded on different manuscripts of Hea- 
d then and Jewish testimonies; of the customs and moral 
- state of those countries where Christianity was first pub- 
d lished; of -the cohcessions and objections of the earliest 
e unbelievers ; and of the general history’of the church.— 
\- Thus furnished, Several have’attacked this religion : But 
y the contest has generally terminated in their conviction. I 
se know many instances, where men have opened thi history 
3 of Christ with the disrepect of unbelievers, and closed it 
I with the reverence of Christians. 

if The prevailing sentiments of Americans willbe naturally 
i- on the side of that religiorf which has been the subject of 
fs this work. Its influence in the first settlement of the coun- 
1 try, will not be soon effaced from their minds. Their répub- 
r lican principles will inspire a reverence for a system which 
c admits of no respect of persons, but enjoins the same duties 
it on all; and opens to all, the same prospects of glory, ho- 
n nor, and immortality. Its higievelent tendency, conspir- 
a ing with its evidence, must ensure to it a fair examination. 
0 Those who thus examine, even if they remain unconvinced, 
y will consent, that others should cultivate its temper; and 
follow its rules. They will not be displeased at:seeing the 
d virtue of their neighbors, directed and invigorated. by 
0 Christian prineiples: Eyen though they may not see fit to 
1e adopt: their language, yet they will impute no uncommon 
e weaknes$, credulity, or fanaticism to those who say with 
y the apostle—‘* Lord, ta whom shall we go? Fou hast the 


words of eternal life" ~ 


¢ 


a a 
* 


. 
a 
oF 
é 
> 





- 


$2 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR. 
ON DRUNKENNESS. 


Wurwn the Almighty God himself, the Sovereign of 
the Universe, who holds the keys of Death and of Hell, 
denounces his curse against that moral agent, who, shall be 
guilty of a certain definite action, itis rational to conclude, 
that every man who believes in the Being, who fears the 
wrath, or desires the favor of Jehovah, would fly from the 
forbidden objecr, withterror and consternation. And more 
especially, when constant experience confirms the denunci- 
ation, and. the threatening is tollowed closely by its tre- 
mendous execution, it might reasonably be thought, that 
no man Would dare shoot that gulf, where thousands had 
perished, or approach that precipice Where thousands had 
been dashed to pieces. Yet we'see these conclusions daily 
contradicted by sad experience. We see that men will act 
in bold defiance of God’s commands, and firmly proceed in 
a forbidden «course to meet the vengeance of Omnipotence. 
Of this desperate atrocity of human guilt; the conduct of 
the Drunkard is a most striking instance. Here is a crime 
which God himself has prohibited, under the express pe- 
nalty of his everlasting curse$* a crime, which corrupts, 
debases, and brutallizes our ‘nature; a crime, which blasts 
every hope, withers every joy, and spreads desolation all 
around its guilty votary ; a crime, which strips its victims 
of every thing excellent and valuable, rivetsits fetters upon 
them, leads them, «vith a steady and rapid pace, to an in- 
famous and hopeless death, and then piunges them into 


the bottomless pit, The curse denounced against Drunk- 


enness, is not of dubious import, or uncertain infliction : 
We daily see its deadly influence—we oft behold its appall- 
ing execution, «| . “ 

it is mo uncommon thing to see a youth, whose morhing 
sun rose with unusual splerdor, and whose prospects open- 
ed fairand flattering, shrouded in the*thickest Sasi of 
calamity and woe by this diretul habit. -It) is flo strange 


thirg, to see this practice hurka man from the high battle. 
menis of fair reputation, and) prosperous -circumstances, 
down to disgrace and beggary. It is no new spectacle, to 
see the Drunkard, afier having Blasted his fame, wasted 
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his property, and destroyed his health; after having dis- 
graced his relatives, condemned his children to rags and infae 
my, and sent his wife weeping to her grave; himself brought 
down to the bed of death, tortured with the. most loath- 
some maladies, writhing*under the crushing weight of guilt 
and horror, wrung with the mingled agonies of remorse 
and despair, and finally ‘* driven.away in his wickedness,”’ 
without one ray of hope. . And couldrwe penetrate beyond 
the veil of death, could we-behold the. scenes.of the spiritu- 
al world, we should see wailing Ghosts, whichshad been 
ruined by this Monster, Drunkenness, crowding down to 
the place of weeping, mourning, and gnashing of teeth. 
Yet, with these tremendous warnings sounding in their 
ears, with these. monuments of destruction’standing around 
them, with the direful gulf tull in view, amid the dying 
groans of their. fellows, Drunkards will persevere—they 
will enjoy the delicious poison, they. will ‘‘ drink the sweet 
delirium,”’ though they must know that temporal ruin and 
death and eternal damnation will be the consequence. in 
the case of men, who have broken through such strong 
obligations, resisted such powerful motives, hardened 
themselves against such awful warnings,,,.as habitual 
Drunkards have, there seems to be very little hope. What 
can have any effect upon men, whom the commands of 
Almighty God cannot bind, nor the threatened curse of 
Jehovahgalarm? ‘What motives can influence men, who 
can sdeslfce fame, friendship, fortune, and heaith, on the 
altar of brutakimtoxication? What reason§ can affect him, 
who has madly bartered away his eterual hopes, and sold 
his immortal soulsfor a contemptible mess, not of ‘ pot- 
tage,’’ but of poison? What can melt that mind, which 
has withstood the..tears of parents, and the eloquent an- 
guish.of a distracted wife? What arguments or exhorta- 
tions can influence men, who have heard, unmoved, the 


‘most solemn warnings from the pulpit, and rejected the 


most powerful admonitions of conscience?, Yet, notwith- 
Standing the attempt is almost hopeless, 1 will address a 


few words through this medium to Drunkards.. Unhappy | 


men, your situation is mest perilous, your prospects are 
most awtully gloomy. There is but a step between you 
and Death. The ‘path you are in leads dow#@to Hell, The 
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things which are coming upon you, make haste. Several 
e—* of mortality which have lately taken place, ad- 
ress to ydu the most tremendous ‘warning that ever your 
ears heard, ‘I’hey have fallen victims to the same criminal 
habit, in which you are now indulging. They speak to 
you from the tomb, and, in ghostly “accents, bid you 
« Beware!” Your habitsiof intemperance is an irrefragi- 
ble evidence, that you are now impenitent, unconverted, 
ungodly men: As such, you know you must repent, be 
converted’ and regenerated, or perish forever. It is abso- 
lutely’ impossible that your should experience this change, 
while you continue intemperate; for you hush your con- 
science, drown your fears, grieve the spirit of God, and 
bewilder your own understanding, byi intoxicating potions. 
it remains, then, that if you continue this practice, you 
will inevitably be damned’ to all eternity. 1 speak not of 
your temporal ruin, of the ruin of your families, of the 
anguish you inflict upon those who are dear to you, of the 
disgrace and infamy you are bringing upon yourselves, of 
the pains, end sorrows, and diseases which await you, or of 
the untimely grave to which you are rapidly hastening.— 
¥ hese, though dreadful evils in themselves, are unworthy 
of notice, compared to the endless ruin of your immortal 
souls. For be assured, O Drunkards! that if you continpe 
this course a little longer, you seal your doom to blackness 
of darkness forever; Reject this warning, affd pursue 
your present coutse, and as the LordJiveth you will surely 
perish. I shudder to reflect upon your situation, and the 
probable results of it. “Thousands have pursued the same 
path you are now in, and it has led them down to, the pit. 
There | fear it will lead you. “Think of the dangers which 
await you. Think of being thrown into a sudden fit of 
delirium, and nevér becoming rational till your souls have 
left the body. Think of dying in a fit of Drunkenness, 
and rushing from a scene of brutal intoxication, into the 
presence of Jehovah. These events, shocking as they are, 
are likely to. befal you. These pitfalls of destruction are 
before you—deadly serpents coil in your path, anid if you 
turn not, they will sting you to death. 
Listen, sof to one solemn admonition. As you value 


your immoffal soul, as you desire to escape everlasting . 
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burnings, aS you would avoid the evetlasting curse of the 
God who made you, from this day fly from:alt intoxicating 
liquors. Resolve before God, and implore his assistance 
to keep your resolution, that not another drop shall touch 
your lips.. This is your only rémedy—if’ you parley with 
the enemy you are fost. There is but one alternative, total 
reformation, or inevitable perdition. 

Do I bid you do any thing hard? Is it hard to resolve 
you will not imbibe any morgliquid poison ? 

But, O wretched men tt you will not listento this 
warning, if you reject this council—remember, when your 
guilty path leads you down to an untimely death-bed, (if 
you are not snatched away In a moment)—remember, amid 
the wringings of keen remorse, and the convulsions of des- 
pair, that you enjoyed this warning. _ And then over your 
present rejection of this admonition, you will weep tears of 
blood. | . ELIHU. 











Mortry. 


Literal Translation of Latin Lines, ‘accompanying a handful of Wild 
Flowers, laidin a Wall.—September. 26. 


TraveLuER ! Friend! Brother! accept these—They are few and 
modest ; for they were cropped in a’sterile ficld, on a day when the 
chill and misty curtain of Autumn was transiently drawn, giving to 
the world the last view of Summer skies They were plucked by 
the hand of disease; may they fall into the elastic hand of health! 
The eye of sorrow dropped a tear on the rapine; may the dright 
beam of joy in the eye of the finder exhale ii! They were gathered 
in a land groaning with horrid War: Ah! how withered will they 
become, ere Peace smiles on these fields again! It was on thé hal- 
lowed day of Christians—Imitate Jesus, whose Gospel is of ‘* Good 
will towards men.” ‘Traveller! Friend! Brother! accept theSe—pure 
sue thy way in safety, quiet, and comfort. 





VERSIFICATION OF THE PRECEDING, . 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIRAOR, : * 


Friend! ‘Brother! Traveller! who may stray 
Along this solitary way, , 
Accept these flowers, the forest’s pride, 

That sought their blushes here to hide. 

They flourish’d in a sterile field, 

The only beauties it cquid yield ; 
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Were cropp'd when Autumn’s hand withdrew 
Her misty curtain from our view, 
Disclosing to our gladden’d eyes, 

A parting view of >ummier skies. 
Emblems of Hope, they rais’d their heads, 
Reckless of storms that shook their beds ; 
Like.modest worth, they liv’d retir’d, 
Unseen, unknown, and unadmir’d. 

This sickly hand that caus’d their doom, 
Must soon lie mould’ring in the tomb : 
May they again their leaygs expand, 

in bleoming health’s elastic hand ! 
Uidimm’d by sorrow be the eye, 

That maiks where these fair flowrets lie ! 
May the bright rays of joy penceres . 
Exhale the drop that trickled here! 
Where these fair flowefs display’d their charms, 
Is heard the borrid din of arms; 

Ah! how will all these charms have fled, 
Ere Peace her Heav’nly influence shed ! 
On this bright Sabbath of our Lord, 

O! be his sacred name adored. 
Traveller! Brother! passing Friend ! 
Totruth divine in time attend : 

Embrace the word, in mercy giv’n, 


And find a rich reward in Heav’n. PHILANDER. 


#ebruary \7th, 1814. 


MATURE JUDGEMENT: 


Gay in the morn of life’s advancing days, 
The intellectual faculties expand 5 
Then reason ’gins to spread her vig’rolis rays, 
And o’er the passions rules with influence bland. 
But the young eye, unskill’d in worldly craft, 
To seeming mis’ry yields the ready tear ; 
«The candid heart, ungali’d by ingrate’s shaft, 
In bands of love holds ev’ry mortel dear. 
Alas! incautious—lo! in Friendship’s mask 
Deception masquerades the pop’ious earth: 
T’ unfoldthe heari is time’s appropriate task, 
‘ And time alone cen shew it’s real worth. 
Them be it your’s, my Juvenile compeers, 
To weigh the actions of the sons of men, 
Nor reck’ that Wisdom always dwells with years, 
Or Probity is always in your ken ; 
Nor chili the glow of sympathy too’soon ; 
Let sage-like converse all your powers inital, 
‘Then pure miecrelie bright as summer’s noon, 


Shall guide your * active powers,’ and ‘ keep your heart sincere.’ 





